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SUBJECT: WEEKEND TROUBLES HIGHLIGHT UGTT/GOT MALAISE 

1 . OVER LAST WEEKEND, CONFRONTATIONAL MOOD APPEARS TO HAVE 
INTENSIFIED BETWEEN PARTISANS OF UGTT ON ONE HAND, AND 
GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES AND THEIR PARTY SUPPORTERS ON OTHER. 
THESE POSTURES SEEM TO HAVE BEEN CATALYZED BY PSD CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MEETING, AT WHICH PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA HIMSELF 
SPECIFICALLY CRITICIZED UGTT LEADERSHIP AND ITS FOREIGN 
CONNECTIONS, AND BY EXTRAORDINARY SESSIONS OF UGTT ADOIN 
ISTRATIVE COUNCIL AND EXECUTIVE BOARD IN WHICH STRATEGY 
FOR A "NATIONAL WARNING GENERAL STRIKE" REPORTEDLY IS BEING 
FORMULATED. (SEPTEL). 

2. WEEKEND WAS MARKED BY SPORADIC CONFRONTATION AND VIOLENCE 
IN VARIOUS CENTERS. IN COASTAL CITY OF SOUSSE, FIGHTING 

BROKE OUT WITHIN UGTT HALL BETWEEN BACKERS OF NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP AGAINST SUPPORTERS OF LOCAL OFFICERS WHO 
RECENTLY RESIGNED IN PROTEST AGAINST UGTT HEADQUARTERS' 
POLICIES AND ACTIONS. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, AN 
ALTERCATION BROKE OUT BETWEEN MEMBERS OF TUNIS-AIR UNION 
AND "OUTSIDE HECKLERS" DURING A ROUTINE ASSEMBLY IN ONE 
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OF THE MEETING ROOMS OF UGTT HEADQUARTERS BUILDING IN 
TUNIS, SATURDAY, JANUARY 21. SEVERAL INJURIES RESULTED 
FROM MELEE AND SECRET ARYGENERAL HABIB ACHOUR WAS FORCED 
TO INTERVENE PERSONALLY TO RESTORE ORDER. WE ARE AT- 
TEMPTING TO CONFIRM INDEPENDENTLY FACTS OF THIS INCIDENT. 

3. SATURDAY, JAN. 21, AT 7:00 A.M. ENROUTE TO MEET 
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WITH A VISITING AMERICAN LABOR LEADER, AN EMBOFF PER- 
SONALLY WITNESSED A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN APPROXIMATELY 
150 STRIKERS, AND A SIMILAR NUMBER OF POLICE, AT THE 
GOVERNMENT'S BUS MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR BARNS NEAR TUNIS 
AIRPORT. STRIKERS HAD STACKED AN "ARSENAL” OF STONES 
ALONG HIGHWAY FACING MAIN GATE OF FACILITY. SUDDENLY 
POLICE ARMED WITH SHIELDS, HANDGUNS, AND TEARGAS GREN- 
ADES POURCED ACROSS HIGHWAY IN PURSUIT. STRIKERS FANNED 
OUT OVER OPPOSING OPEN FIELD TAUNTING POLICE AS LATTER 
HESITATED AND REGROUPED. POLICE FIRED SHOTS AND TEAR- 
GAS INTO AIR AND AT RANDOM WITH NO EFFECT. EMBOFF WAS 
STRUCK BY DEGREE OF RELUCTANCE WHICH POLICE DISPLAYED 
TO GIVE CHASE AND PHYSICALLY CONFRONT STRIKERS. POLICE 
RETURNED TO THEIR FANS, MAKING NO CAPTURES. 

4. IN FORMATION JUST IN THAT UGTT EXECUTIVE BOARD IS SET 
TO CALL NATIONAL GENERAL STRIKE FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 27. 

THIS CALL MAY WELL BE DELAYED OR EVEN CANCELLED AS 

RESULT CURRENT MEETINGS BETWEEN ACHOUR-KERSTEN (ICFTU) AND 

NOUIRA-KERSTEN. 

MULCAHY 
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